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Department of Defense 


DIRECTIVE 


March 17, 1986 
NUMBER 5210.66 


> 


SUBJECT: Carrying of Firearms by DoD Personnel USD (P) 


References: (a) DoD Directive 5210.66, subject as above, May 31, 1979 

(hereby canceled) 

(b) Title 10, United States Code, Section 1585 

(c) Federal Aviation Administration Regulation, "Carriage of 
Weapons" (Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations, part 108.11) 

(d) Title 49, United States. Code, Section 1472 (Supp. V) 

(e) DoD Directive 5210.56, "Use of Force by Personnel Engaged in 
Law Enforcement and Security Duties," May 10, 1969 . 

(f) DoD Directive 5106.1, “Inspector General of the Department 
of Defense," March 14, 1983 


s 


A. REISSUANCE AND PURPOSE 
This Directive: 


1. Reissues reference (a) to update policy and procedures concerning the 
carrying of firearms by DoD personnel. 


2. Implements the provisions of reference (b) that govern the carrying of 
firearms by DoD civilian officers and employees, reference (c), and reference 
(d) that apply to the carrying of firearms aboard commercial aircraft. 


B. APPLICABILITY AND SCOPE 


1. This Directive applies to the Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD), 
the Military Departments, the Organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (O0JCS), 
the Unified and Specified Commands, the Office of the Inspector General, DoD, 
and the Defense Agencies, (hereafter referred to collectively as "DoD Compo- 
nents"), 


2. It gives DoD personnel the authority to carry firearms while performing 
law enforcement and security duties or to protect personnel in high threat 
areas: 


3. This Directive does not apply to Armed Forces personnel performing 
operational or training missions or personnel who are in a combat zone or 
hostile fire area. 


4. DoD Directive 5210.56 (reference (e)) covers the use of force by DoD 
personnel who perform law enforcement and security duties. 


C. POLICY 


It is DoD policy to limit and control the carrying of firearms by DoD 
personnel. An authorization to carry firearms may be issued only when there 
is a reasonable expectation that life or property will be jeopardized if 
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firearms are not carried. Evaluation of the necessity to carry a firearm shall 
be made considering this expectation and the possible consequences of accidental 
or indiscriminate use of firearms. a 


D. RESPONSIBILITIES 


1. Heads of DoD Components, or their designees, shall authorize DoD 
civilians and military personnel to carry firearms in accordance with this 
Directive. This authority shall be exercised by the Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of Defense (Administration) for OSD, the Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (DARPA), Defense Legal Services Agency (DLSA), Defense Security Assist- 
ance Agency (DSAA), and the DoD field activities. 


2. The Inspector General, DoD (IG, DoD), shall authorize IG, DoD personnel 
to carry firearms in accordance with this Directive and DoD Directive 5106.1 


(reference (f)). 
E. PROCEDURES 

1. An authorization to carry firearms may be granted to personnel engaged 
in: 


a. Law enforcement activities, investigations of espionage, sabotage, 
serious crimes in which DoD programs, personnel, or property are the victim or 
in cases where DoD personnel are involved in serious crimes, or where investi- 
gations are conducted in hazardous areas or under hazardous circumstances. 


b. Carrying or protecting highly classified information or sensitive 
material. , 


c. Protecting the President of the United States, high ranking offi- 
cials of the Government, DoD personnel, or foreign dignitaries. 


d. Protecting Government property. 
e. Guarding military prisoners. 


2. Military and civilian officials may be authorized to carry firearms 
for personal protection in high threat overseas areas in which intelligence 
analysis identifies a credible threat against U.S. personnel in the area. 
Firearms shall not be issued indiscriminately for this purpose. Authorizations 
to carry firearms shall be on a case-by-case basis for a specified assignment. 
Exceptions to this. policy must be approved by the Secretary or Deputy Secretary 
of Defense. : 


3. Before authorizations to carry a firearm are issued under subsection 
E.2 above, commanders must weigh the likelihood of the threat in a particular 
location; the adequacy of support of DoD protective personnel; the adequacy of 
protection by host nation authorities; and the effectiveness of other means to 
avoid personal attacks. In addition, any official who: is issued a weapon for 
personal protection must receive qualification training and testing as a 
prerequisite for being issued the firearm for personal protection and periodi- 
cally thereafter, as long as the firearm is carried. Subsection E.10, below, 
applies. 
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. 4. Generally, civilian officials (other than those engaged in activities 
listed in subsection E.1, above) should not be authorized to carry or be issued 
firearms for personal protection. Approval for civilians to carry firearms 
must be given by the senior U.S. Government representative in the overseas area. 


5. Except in situations requiring immediate action to protect life or 
property, all authorizations to carry firearms shall be in writing and signed 
by the appropriate authorizing official and may not be issued to any person 


who has not completed a proficiency and qualification test within the preceding 
12 months. 


6. Personnel regularly assigned to law enforcement or protective duties 
may be given a continuing authorization to carry firearms for a period of up 
to 1 year. Personnel who are not assigned regularly to law enforcement or 
protective duties may be authorized to carry firearms on a case-by-case basis 
only for the duration of specific assignments in accordance with this Direc- 
tive. These latter personnel must have a written authorization to carry 
firearms with them at all times when the firearms are carried and the authori- 
zation shall be returned along with the firearm. 


7. With the exception of firearms issued to criminal investigators in the 
U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command, Naval Investigative Service, Air Force 
Office of Special Investigation and Defense Criminal Investigative Service, 
firearms normally shall be returned to a control point daily for storage and 
a accountability in accordance with local procedures. If the nature of an 
assignment requires other arrangements, the firearm shall be returned to the 
control point upon completion of the assignment. 


8. The individual authorized to carry a firearm is responsible for ensur- 
‘ing proper safeguards while it is under his or her accountability. 


9, The following applies to DoD personnel who carry firearms while aboard 
‘a commercial aircraft: 


a. Personnel shall carry written authorization to carry firearms. 


b. If the firearm is not required during flight, the person carrying 
the firearm shall: 


(1) Tell the airline representative before the baggage is checked 
that a firearm is in the baggage and that the firearm is unloaded. 


(2) Tell the airline representative that the container is appro- 
priate for air transportation. If the firearm is a handgun or other weapon 
that normally is not fired from the shoulder position, the baggage shall be 
locked and the key shall be kept by the person carrying the firearm. 


c. If a firearm must be accessible during flight, the person carrying 
the firearm shall: 


that the weapon will be carried on the plane. If an emergency occurs and the 
airline cannot be notified 1 hour before the plane departs, then the airline 
shall be notified as soon as possible. 


» (1) Notify the airline at least 1 hour before the plane departs 
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(2) Present credentials to the airline's attendant that include 
his or her fullface picture, signature, and the official seal of the author- 
izing organization. A badge, shield, or similar device may not be used as the 
sole means of identification. 


d. When the total cabin load of an aircraft on a charter flight con- 
ducted for DoD purposes is used exclusively by DoD Components, the following 
conditions apply to everyone except law enforcement personnel whose duties 
require that their firearms be readily accessible: 


(1) No firearms shall be loaded and all bolts to such firearms 
shall be locked in the open position. 


(2) Before DoD personnel board the plane, the airlines shall be 
notified by the unit commander or officer in charge of the charter that weapons 
will be carried aboard the aircraft. 


10. Any authorization for personnel to carry firearms in a foreign country 
shall be under conditions specified by the appropriate overseas commander in 
accordance with agreements or arrangements that have been made with appropriate 
foreign authorities having an interest in the carrying of firearms within their 
country. 


F. EFFECTIVE DATE AND IMPLEMENTATION 

1. This Directive is effective immediately. Forward one copy of imple- 
menting documents to the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Policy within 
120 days. : 


2. Submit a negative report if no implementation of this Directive is 
required because no personnel in a DoD Component are, or will be, authorized 


to carry firearms. 


William H. Taft, IV 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
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